CoMMUNITY WALKS

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
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After you've done some basic work as a group to determine what sorts of places and stories you want
to tell on your walking tour, you need to think about organize this material into a manageable tour,
time frame and distance covered. Ask yourself some of these questions:

1. Brainstorm what topics and ideas can you cover at your location. List your ideas.

2. What are all the elements in the space that you might use to help you tell stories during your stop
on the tour?

3. Brainstorm what props or people might you plan to bring with you to help make your stop on the
tour come to life. List your ideas.

4. What form will your presentation take? How many people from your group will speak? What will
people who do not speak be doing? Will you use theatrics? Will you use spoken word? Will you use
photos? Will you use handouts or photos? — Explain your ideas for what form you would like your stop
on the tour to take.

5. What research questions do you have that you want to see answered? How will you go about
obtaining answers for these questions

6. Walking at a reasonable pace how long does it take to go from one tour stop to the next location?
Add them up and determine the approximate length of the tour.

FINALLY, MAKE SURE TO DO A DRY RUN OF THE WALK.

Bring along a few friends and colleagues, so there are some 'fresh ears' to respond to the content.
This rehearsal of the walking tour will give you a sense of how much time the walk takes, what stories
are working and whether or not you have to trim some content to fit into the recommended hour and
a half time frame.

ON THE DAY OF JANE'S WALK...
Don't forget to take pictures, share them, post them, or send them to us here at Jane's Walk and we'll

post some on the web. Let us know how your tour went so we can continue to refine and improve
Jane's Walk for everyone.
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MOVING AROUND

YOUR CITY
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THE SOCIAL LIFE

OF YOUR CITY

As we have seen, the social life of a city involves diversity in built form and uses, but also attention to
the diversity of people in a city and how they participate in civic life. This brings us to the question:
what is the social life of your city? As a walk leader, it will be your challenge to bring different
dimensions of the social life of your city to the attention of your walkers. The social life of your city
will provide you with lots of opportunity connect the ideas we've talked about in this primer to the
theme of your own walk.

Keep in mind that a great way to get people thinking is to ask good questions without necessarily
providing the answers! Your job is to help people "see" and experience their city differently. A good
way to do this is to engage your walkers directly in the exercises by asking them to share their own
perspectives.

Here are two exercises that you can consider:

o EXERCISE 1: EXPERIMENTING WITH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
o EXERCISE 2: MAKING YOUR OWN PARTICIPATORY BUDGET

If you choose to use either of these exercises keep in mind that both require your walkers to do a bit
of "homework" in advance of the walk, so you will need to make sure to include instructions in your
"write up" to advertise the walk.

EXERCISE 1: EXPERIMENTING WITH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

What is civic engagement? It's simple: It means participating in public life and encouraging other
people to participate in public life. The result is a more vibrant social life of a city! Examples include:

Belonging to a voluntary organization
Attending a community consultation meeting
Starting a community garden

Starting a recycling program at work

Voting

Working for a candidate in a local election
Serving dinner at a homeless shelter

Giving blood

Coaching a local sports team

Organizing a neighbourhood "clean-up"
Participating in activities that build relationships between people in the community

O O OO OO O o o oo
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